Social exclusion in the health area is alarming. In Latin America, with a population of some 560 million, half of the inhabitants are not covered by social protection mechanisms, and more than 100 million lack access to health services due to economic or geographic reasons, and even access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation. In this context, the challenges for our health systems and services (in the attempt to guarantee access to essential inputs) clash with the pattern of inequity that makes us a region of imbalance, extreme income concentration, and glaring injustices.
